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Council Work Session Summary 
 

Meeting Date:  December 12, 2016                                                                              
 
TITLE: WIRELESS WIZARDRY / HAM RADIO DISCUSSION. 
 
PURPOSE(S) OF DISCUSSION: 
 

 Inform/Update 
 

 Direction/Guidance 
 

 Legislative Development/Policy 
 
BACKGROUND / KEY ISSUES / CONTRIBUTING FACTORS:  
 
Amateur (aka Ham) Radio has been around since the discovery of radio waves in the late 1800s.  
It is still a national and local resource for emergency communications and is represented in the 
Mesilla Valley by the Mesilla Valley Radio Club. 
 
 In Las Cruces, the hobby of ham radio can play an increasing role in local and world-wide 
communication.  Ham operators are licensed by the Federal Communication Commission; 
licenses are available through testing steps to anyone of any age. If our City employees and 
volunteers become licensed, it would be an effective way to communicate in emergencies of any 
kind, as well as a way to acquaint those interested in the hobby with the fun of talking not only to 
local people, but with the right antennas, to people throughout the world. The Mesilla Valley Radio 
Club in its 62nd year welcomes the opportunity to work with the City to develop this form of 
communication. 
 
By: Charles Welch & Margaret Bernstein, Members, Mesilla Valley Radio Club 

 
SUPPORT INFORMATION:  
 
1. The Adventures of Zack & Max – Volume 1 – Comic Booklet 
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www.icomamerica.com

$4.95 U.S.
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Welcome to the World of Ham Radio!

Thank you for your interest in The Adventures of Zack and Max  - The Odyssey Begins. This is your first step in discovering the excitement of
amateur radio (also known as ham radio)..  This story is designed to provide you with basic information about ham radio – its history, its applica-
tions, and its relevance in the world today.

We hope you have fun reading this story. We had fun creating it, and encourage you to get involved in this wonderful hobby.  Whether you’re a
student or an adult, we feel this book tells the story of ham radio well enough for you to read it again and again.  And, if you do find it interesting
and informative, please pass it on to a friend!  For information on how to become a ham, see the inside back cover of this book.  Enjoy!

About ICOM, Inc.

ICOM, Inc., founded by Tokuzo Inoue, JA3FA, is a worldwide leading manufacturer of Amateur and other radio equipment.  Headquartered in
Osaka, Japan, ICOM entered the radio business over 45 years ago, creating some of the first transistorized amateur radio transceivers.  Today,
ICOM is proud to continue its advancement of the hobby by offering a wide range of amateur radios – from cutting-edge, digital technology, base
transceivers to innovative handheld radios.  ICOM is always working to improve its products by employing the latest technology, listening to
customer suggestions, and drawing from experience in the radio industry.

ICOM, Inc.
6-9-16, Kamihigashi
Hirano-ku, Osaka 547-0002 Japan
06-6793-5302
06-6793-0013 (fax)
www.icom.co.jp

Illustrated by Kayoko Nakajima

All call signs used in this story are real and are used with permission.
©2002 ICOM America, Inc. All Rights Reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, transmitted, transcribed, stored in a retrieval system or translated into any
language, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, optical, manual or otherwise, without the prior written consent of Icom America, Inc.
All characters are purely imaginary and any resemblance to any real person, living or dead, is entirely coincidental.

ICOM America, Inc.
2380 116th Avenue N.E.
Bellevue, WA 98004 U.S.A.
425-454-8155
425-454-1509 (fax)
www.icomamerica.com
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HF Bands

UHF/VHF

Developed by
Gordon West, WB6NOA,
RADIO SCHOOL, INC.,
for exclusive use by
ICOM America, Inc.,
February, 2002. ©2002 ICOM America, Inc. 2380 116th Ave NE, Bellevue, WA 425-454-8155. The ICOM logo is a registered trademark of ICOM, Inc. All specifications are subject to change without

A M A T E U R  R A D I O  B A N D  P L A N
Under restructuring all HF classes retain band privileges as indicated. General Class now 5 WPM!

All old & new  license
classes retain their
operating privileges
after  April 15, 2000.

*Grandfathered

All old & new  license
classes retain their
operating privileges
after  April 15, 2000.

*Grandfathered

i756PROII

AM, FM, SSB, CW, RTTY/HF, 6M

i746PRO

AM, FM, SSB, CW, RTTY/HF, 2M, 6M

i706MKIIG

AM, FM, SSB, CW, RTTY/HF, 2M, 6M, 440

i718

AM, SSB, CW, RTTY/HF

iV8000

FM/2M

iT90A

AM, FM, WFM/2M, 6M, 440

i2720H

AM, FM/2M, 440

iV8

FM/2M
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Here’s where you can learn more about how to become a licensed ham radio operator:

Amateur Radio Relay League (ARRL)
www.arrl.org
1-800-32NEWHAM

      326-3942

The ARRL provides information for anyone interested in Amateur Radio. Through books, tapes, maps, and a list of ARRL-affiliated ham clubs, you will be able
to find the answers to all your questions about Amateur Radio. To find out more about Amateur Radio and the ARRL check out www.ARRL.org.

Gordon West Radio School
1-714-549-5000
E-mail: wb6noa@arrl.net
Gordon West offers free classes for kids, plus free instructor training seminars. West has trained 8 out of 10 HAMS through his books, tapes and classes.

Or check with your school’s science teacher, school librarian, or your local public library.

Here’s where you can learn more about amateur radio and purchase Icom radios in the U.S.

ALABAMA
GigaParts, Inc.
Huntsville, AL • 256-535-4442

ARIZONA
Ham Radio Outlet
Phoenix, AZ • 602-242-3515

P.A.C.E.
Tucson, AZ • 520-888-3333

CALIFORNIA
Ham Radio Outlet
Anaheim, CA • 714-533-7373

Ham Radio Outlet
Burbank, CA • 818-842-1786

Ham Radio Outlet
Oakland, CA • 510-534-5757

Ham Radio Outlet
San Diego, CA • 858-560-4900

Ham Radio Outlet
Sunnyvale, CA • 408-736-9496

Jun’s Electronics
Culver City, CA • 310-390-8003

COLORADO
Ham Radio Outlet
Denver, CO • 303-745-7373

CONNECTICUT
Lentini Communications
Newington, CT • 860-666-6227

DELAWARE
Ham Radio Outlet
Newcastle, DE • 302-322-7092

FLORIDA
A.E.S. Orlando
Orlando, FL • 407-894-3238

Cedar Distributors (Export)
Miami, FL • 305-597-3090

Eli’s Amateur Radio
Ft. Lauderdale, FL • 954-525-0103

Mike’s Electronics
Ft. Lauderdale, FL • 954-491-7110

Portable Communication (Export)
Hialeah, FL • 305-822-2258

RF Components (Export)
Miami, FL • 305-597-9269

YV-5 Communications (Export)
Miami, FL • 305-577-9960

GEORGIA
Ham Radio Outlet
Atlanta, GA • 770-263-0700

IDAHO
Ross Distributing Co.
Preston, ID • 208-852-0830

ILLINOIS
Amateur Radio Toy Store, Inc.
Wheaton, IL • 630-668-9577

INDIANA
Ham Station
Evansville, IN • 812-422-0231

KANSAS
Associated Radio Communications
Overland Park, KS • 913-381-5900

MICHIGAN
ComDaC Radio
St. Joseph, MI • 616-982-0404

MINNESOTA
Radio City, Inc.
Mounds View, MN • 763-786-4475

MISSOURI
Gateway Electronics
St. Louis, MO • 314-427-6116

MONTANA
AmCom
Lake Side, MT • 406-884-3052

NORTH CAROLINA
Communications Headquarters
Wilmington, NC • 910-791-8885

NEVADA
A.E.S. Las Vegas
Las Vegas, NV • 702-647-3114

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Ham Radio Outlet
Salem, NH • 603-898-3750

NEW JERSEY
KJI Electronics
Caldwell, NJ • 973-364-1930

NEW YORK
Barry Electronics
New York, NY • 212-420-0500

Ham Central
Poughkeepsie, NY • 845-462-0415

OHIO
Amateur Electronic Supply
Wickliffe, OH • 440-585-7388

R &L Electronics
Hamilton, OH • 513-868-6399

Universal Radio Inc.
Reynoldsburg, OH • 614-866-4267

OREGON
Ham Radio Outlet
Portland, OR • 503-598-0555

SOUTH DAKOTA
Burghardt Amateur Elect.
Watertown, SD • 605-886-7314

TENNESSEE
CT Morgan
Chattanooga, TN • 423-629-7911

Memphis Amateur Electronics
Memphis, TN • 901-683-9125

TEXAS
Austin Amateur Radio Supply
Austin, TX • 512-454-2994

Houston Amateur Radio Supply
Spring, TX • 281-355-7373

KComm, Inc.
San Antonio, TX • 210-344-3311

Rad-Com Radio
Lubbock, TX • 806-792-3669

Texas Towers
Plano, TX • 972-422-7306

UTAH
Communication Products
Midvale, UT • 801-567-9944

VIRGINIA
Ham Radio Outlet
Woodbridge, VA • 703-490-4664

WASHINGTON
Alf Enterprises
Arlington, WA • 360-403-4840

Radio Depot
Seattle, WA • 206-763-2936

WISCONSIN
A.E.S. Milwaukee
Milwaukee, WI • 414-358-4088
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ICOM America, Inc. • 2380-116th Ave. NE • Bellevue, WA  98004
Phone: (425) 454-8155 Fax: (425) 454-1509
©2002, ICOM America, Inc. The ICOM logo is a registered trademark of ICOM, Inc.
AM-5624 11/02 www.icomamerica.com



Amateur Radio
as a

Community Resource

a.k.a
Ham Radio

(Wireless Wizardry)



Outline

• What is Ham Radio

• What does it offer to the country

• Our local resources



• Maxwell predicted radio waves in 1865

• Hertz verified their existence in 1888

• Amateurs quickly began their own 
experiments

• Marconi created company for commercial 
purposes in 1897

• Amateurs continued alongside commercial, 
military, and scientific developers



• Federal government began licensing 
amateurs in 1912.

• Today we are licensed by the FCC

• We have our own national organization 
known as the American Radio Relay League 
(ARRL).



Ham Radio as National Resource

From the earliest days amateurs have:

–Advanced the art of radio 
communication

–Provided skilled operators in times of 
war and emergencies

–Provided communication equipment 
independent of other infrastructure



Ham Radio in the Mesilla Valley

There are over 700 licensed amateurs in the Mesilla Valley

Many of us have our own radio equipment and antennas

We maintain our equipment and skills by participating in:
Local, national, and international nets
National and international contests
Radio sports such as SOTA and County Hunting
“Ragchewing”



Approximately 80 of us 
are members of the 

Mesilla Valley Radio Club



Repeaters to provide reliable local communication

Links for communication with surrounding communities

A clubhouse on the East mesa with communication 
equipment for both local and long haul communication

Classes and exams for licensing of new amateur operators

Communication support for local events such as the Bataan 
Death March and other races

Participation in local and national exercises such as Field Day 
and Armed Forces intercommunication

The MVRC provides and maintains:



Bottom Line

We provide communication via a 
network of communication resources 
that is independent of commercial and 
governmental infrastructure.  We can 
usually get through when others can’t.




