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PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE
Council Work Session Summary

i€ City of Las Cruces

Meeting Date October 26, 2015

TITLE: KLEIN PARK UPDATE.

PURPOSE(S) OF DISCUSSION:

X  Inform/Update
XI  Direction/Guidance
[1 Legislative Development/Policy

BACKGROUND / KEY ISSUES / CONTRIBUTING FACTORS:

Klein Park is one of the focal points of the Mesquite Historic District. It is named for long-time
former Mayor, Sam Klein. Over time, the park has fallen into disrepair and is in need of
improvements. In addition, the neighborhood has evolved and times have changed in terms of
the uses and needs for the park.

In 2014, the City of Las Cruces (City) contracted with Sites Southwest, a firm that specializes in
planning, design, and environmental considerations as it relates to land-based projects. Public
input meetings were held fall 2014/spring 2015 at the site, in the neighborhood, at City Hall, and
other community locations sponsored by Councillor Silva.

From those public meetings, we heard citizens desired: emphasizing the Camino Real,
enhancing recreation and play, increasing security/visibility, improving the stage/amphitheater,
adding more power to support functions, improving access overall, increasing opportunities for
art, and keeping the shade. An overall improvement plan was developed, with a total estimated
cost of $900,000 - $1,250,000. City Council adopted the conceptual master plan with phasing
options on July 6, 2015.

Given the limited funding available ($266,000), staff will be presenting an update on the overall
picture of anticipated work planned for the park. Also, staff is seeking consensus from City
Council for the direction intended, prior to contracting the improvements.
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