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1.Trap, Neuter & Return/Release-TNR

• Trap, Neuter & Return (aka Trap, Neuter & Release or TNR). SEE detailed Memo from October 2013 prepared by the City and 
County staff identifying the pros and cons of various TNR ordinance options and presenting staff’s recommendations if the 
City Council desires to address TNR programs within the City limits:

• TNR Options:

I.    Sponsor Based Ordinances: Caretakers register their feral cat colonies with a private non-profit corporation or private 
citizen selected by the City.

II.   Caretaker Based Ordinances: Caretakers register their feral cat colonies directly with the City. This appears to be the 
model closest to the recommendations of the ad hoc drafting committee and the ASCMV Board.

III.  Delegation to City Department or Quasi Governmental Entity such as the ASCMV: City Department or ASCMV would 
develop TNR programs and guidelines.

IV.  De-Criminalize Behavior that May Violate Proposed City Ordinance: Approach taken by Bernalillo County and in 
recently enacted County Animal Ordinance No. 266-2013. No governmental involvement.

V.   Leave Proposed City Ordinance as Drafted: Potentially subjects caretakers of feral cats to criminal liability for 
abandoning or harboring un-owned cats.  Potentially discourages the creation of new or expended feral cat colonies.



Trap, Neuter & Return/Release-TNR
Option No. IV - De-Criminalizing Behavior. Changes that would have to be made to proposed ordinance are in italics:

• Section 7-2. Definitions.

• Abandonment (or to abandon) – To leave an animal for more than twenty-four (24) hours without providing effective 
provisions for its proper feeding and care. The term “abandonment” (or “to abandon”) does not apply to the trap, neuter and 
return (TNR) of feral cats. A person or organization managing un-owned cats by trap, neuter and return is not deemed the owner, 
harborer, or keeper of such cats.

• Harbor – To allow, either intentionally or unintentionally, any stray animal to linger on one’s premises by feeding such animal 
without making all effective provisions for such animal as required by this Chapter. Persons harboring any animal shall be 
subject to the provision of this Chapter applicable to a person owning or having custody, care, or control of an animal. The 
term “harbor” does not apply to the trap, neuter and return (TNR) of feral cats. A person or organization managing un-owned 
cats by trap, neuter and return is not deemed the owner, harborer, or keeper of such cats.

• Owner – A person eighteen (18) years of age or older or the parent or guardian of a person under eighteen (18) years of age 
who owns, harbors, or keeps an animal or permits an animal to remain on or about the premises owned or controlled by 
him/her. The term “owner” does not apply to the trap, neuter and return (TNR) of feral cats. A person or organization managing 
un-owned cats by trap, neuter and return is not deemed the owner, harborer, or keeper of such cats.
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Section 7-14. Abandonment prohibited.

• A.(3) Abandonment does not apply to the trap, neuter and return (TNR) of feral cats. A person or organization 
managing un-owned cats by trap, neuter and return is not deemed the owner, harborer, or keeper of such cats.

• Section 7-44. Reclamation.

• F. Release of feral cats. Prior to release of any feral cat, a veterinarian shall establish that the cat has been sterilized, and 
is micro chipped, vaccinated for rabies, and ear tipped.
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• TNR PROGRAMS REMAIN CONTROVERSIAL:

• Opposed by State of New Mexico Department of Game & Fish.

• Recent lawsuit filed in Bernalillo County against City of 
Albuquerque seeking to stop Albuquerque’s TNR Program or any 
partnerships created for TNR programs. SEE Petition for Writ of 
Mandamus.



2. Kennel Licenses
• SUGGESTED REVISIONS TO PROPOSED ORDINANCE CONCERNING KENNEL LICENSES:

• Section 7-2 entitled “Definitions”: Change KENNEL, COMMERCIAL to MULTI-ANIMAL SITE, 
COMMERCIAL and delete the word “training” from the definition and add in new wording “formerly 
known as a commercial kennel”;

• Section 7-2 entitled “Definitions”: Change KENNEL, PRIVATE RESIDENTIAL to MULTI-ANIMAL SITE, 
RESIDENTIAL and delete the word “training” from the definition and add in new wording “formerly 
known as a private residential kennel”;

• Section 7-30 entitled “Kennel license”: Change KENNEL LICENSE to MULTI-ANIMAL PERMIT and change 
any reference to PRIVATE RESIDENTIAL KENNEL or COMMERCIAL KENNEL to RESIDENTIAL MULTI-
ANIMAL SITE or COMMERCIAL MULTI-ANIMAL SITE throughout Section 7-30.

• PROPOSED ORDINANCE SECTION 7-30(C)(5) REQUIRES COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE 
ZONING REGULATIONS.




