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Design Standards UpdateDesign Standards Update

Andy Hume, AICP
Senior Planner
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ObjectivesObjectives

• Progress update
• Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS)Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS)
• Complete Streets primer
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Design Standards ProgressDesign Standards Progress
• Total progress: ~30%
• 3 sections adopted3 sections adopted

– Erosion Control (wind)
– Traffic
– Outdoor Lighting

• Sections in progress
Roadways Walls Rockwalls– Roadways

– Landscaping
– Drainage and excavation

– Walls, Rockwalls
– Off‐Street Parking
– Arroyos and Trails

• Ad hoc committee meets monthly



10/15/2012

4

New FeaturesNew Features
• New name – Development Standards

– Better reflects goals of document and unified 
development code (UDC)development code (UDC)

• Document reorganization
– Process‐based rather than sectional
– Logical flow including necessary standards for 
development processes

– Ready for UDC integrationReady for UDC integration
• Focus on Context Sensitive Solutions

– Complete streets
– Design flexibility
– Importance of urban form and function
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Context Sensitive SolutionsContext Sensitive Solutions
andand

Complete StreetsComplete Streets
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Context Sensitive Solutions and Design

• Complement and enhance community 
values and objectives

• Applied on 2 levels
—Broad context created by surrounding 
neighborhood, district, or corridor

— Immediate physical context created by 
buildings and activitiesbuildings and activities

• Examine mobility, safety, aesthetic, social, 
economic, and environment opportunities, pp

• Complete Streets is a tool to implement CSS
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Complete Streets PrimerComplete Streets Primer
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What is a Complete What is a Complete Street (CS)?Street (CS)?

• Designed and constructed to enable safe, 
convenient access for all users, all abilities

• Move safely along and across corridors

• Appropriate to local 
context and needs

• May require amending 
policies and practices
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Why are CS Important?

• 30% of Americans cannot drive
A di bilit i l l—Age, disability, income level

—~30,000 Las Crucens

• More people are choosing not to drive• More people are choosing not to drive
—Energy and environment
A ti li i d i—Active living and exercise

• More transportation choices means more 
complete transportation system and bettercomplete transportation system and better 
job equity
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CS CS Policy andPolicy and
thth Pl i PPl i P

• Current Comprehensive Plan includes aspects

the the Planning ProcessPlanning Process

• Current Comprehensive Plan includes aspects
• June 15, 2009 – Council adopted CS Policy 

Consolidates and reemphasizes Comp Plan—Consolidates and reemphasizes Comp Plan 
goals

—Additional tool to implement Comp Planp p
— Include goals and principles into Development 
Standards
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Complete Streets in Las Crucesp
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Most transportation experts agree Most transportation experts agree 
this road is poorly designedthis road is poorly designedthis road is poorly designedthis road is poorly designed
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Most transportation experts agree Most transportation experts agree 
this road is better designedthis road is better designedthis road is better designedthis road is better designed
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Many Many types of Complete Streetstypes of Complete Streets

A residential street with sidewalks
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Many Many types of Complete Streetstypes of Complete Streets

A street cyclists can ride comfortably
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Many Many types of Complete Streetstypes of Complete Streets

(bike lanes aren’t always needed)(bike lanes aren’t always needed)
A street cyclists can ride comfortably

(bike lanes aren t always needed)(bike lanes aren t always needed)
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Many Many types of Complete Streetstypes of Complete Streets

Commercial arterial w bike lanes, sidewalks, and transit
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Many Many types of Complete Streetstypes of Complete Streets

A street school children can safely cross
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Many Many types of Complete Streetstypes of Complete Streets

A busy street all can safely cross
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Many Many types of Complete Streetstypes of Complete Streets

A commercial street with lots of activity
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Implementation Implementation 
ChallengesChallengesChallengesChallenges

• Funding
— Roadway reconstruction
— Utility relocation
— Right of way acquisitionRight of way acquisition
— Street‐scaping and maintenance

• Coordinating land uses w/ 
transportation

• Urban design in human scale
• Complexity of implementation• Complexity of implementation, 
especially at intersections
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Some CS OpportunitiesSome CS Opportunities
• El Paseo‐Alameda and 
Walnut
— Road or lane dietRoad or lane diet
— Landscaped medians
— Bike lanes or shared use
— Widen sidewalks

• Roadrunner Parkway
— Narrow medians to add 
bike lanes

— Buffer for pedestrians
• University Avenue

— Landscaped mediansp
— Bike lanes
— Widen sidewalks
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Complete Streets in Las CrucesComplete Streets in Las Cruces
• Madrid – Solano to east end
• Locust
• Solano Poplar to University• Solano – Poplar to University
• Las Cruces Ave.
• Lohman – Walton to east end

Mi i S l d• Missouri – Solano to east end
• Telshor – Nacho to University
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Thank YouThank You

Q i• Questions
• Comments

Creating Partnerships between

Andy Hume  AICP

g p
Departments and with the Public

Andy Hume, AICP
Senior Planner
(575) 528-3047

ahume@las-cruces.org




