
Teen Activities and Programs 





Teen Life in Las Cruces 



Background 
 The City’s Juvenile Citation Program, is a 3-

tiered program for young offenders.  
 Teens in JCP3 have an opportunity to meet 

with a Civic Leaders Panel as part of their 
program. 

 Teens choose discussion topics 
 Reoccurring theme:  lack of access to social 

and recreational activities.  
 Staff directed to inform Council about 

current activities and services as well as 
barriers to youth engagement. 

 



Purpose of Today’s Presentation 

 Acknowledge activities currently offered by 
the City of Las Cruces and outside 
entities. 

 Identify barriers to reaching and engaging 
teens with diverse talents and interests. 

 Next Steps. 



Chalk Art Festival 



Groups and Programs 
 City Departments 
 School Sponsored Activities, Groups and 

Organizations 
 Health and Wellness Organizations 
 Religious Organizations 
 Civic Organizations 
 Private Sports Organizations 
 Private Sector Groups 

 



Parks and Recreation Programs 
 Teen Splash 
 Midnight Basketball  
 Teen Nights @ Meerscheidt Recreation Center 
 Teen Fridays @ The Regional Aquatic Center 
 Teen Nights @ East Mesa Recreation Center 
 Teen Nights @ Henry Benavidez Community 

Center 
 Mid-School and High School Basketball 
 High School Volleyball 
(Club Fusion Teen Center closed July 1, 2011) 
 



Barriers to Reaching Teens 

 Access to Transportation 
 

 Financial 
 

 Social 



TEENS GET INVOLVED 



Next Steps – What Can Be Done 

 Survey Teens 
 Assemble stakeholders for strategic 

planning and coordination. 
 Create partnerships for collaboration on 

programming 
 Leverage funding sources 
 Teen programming resource guide 



Questions? 

Council Direction 




