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CAMPAIGN FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 

 

 
On April 2, 2012, the City Council established the Campaign Finance Ad Hoc Committee.  
Committee members were appointed on May 7, 2012.  
 
The committee has met four times to discuss and draft a “new” Campaign Code.  Daniel 
Scheller, Chair of the Campaign Finance Ad Hoc Committee will present to Council at the 
September 10th Work Session. 

















Committee Composition
Timeline

Revisions to Article II: Campaign Code

Las Cruces Campaign Finance Ad Hoc Committee
Report

September 10, 2012
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Committee Composition

Name Affiliation

Erika Graf-Webster League of Women Voters

Alex F. Burr Common Cause

Daniel Scheller New Mexico State University

Dolores C. Archuleta Former Elected Official

Debbie Darby Former Elected Official

Harry S. Connelly City Attorney

Esther Martinez City Clerk
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Committee Composition

Date Action

April 2, 2012 Council establishes Campaign Finance Ad Hoc Committee.

May 7, 2012 Council appoints members to committee.

June 14, 2012 First meeting; selection of officers; Review of Resolution No. 12-170;
Review of LCMC 1997, Article II.; Initial changes discussed/made to new code.

July 5, 2012 Second meeting; Review of Santa Fe & Rio Rancho campaign codes;
Review of LC Code of Ethics; Composition of drafts of new code.

July 19, 2012 Third Meeting; Review of second draft; Changes made to draft of new code.

July 26, 2012 Fourth Meeting; Review of third draft; Changes made to draft of new code (mainly wording);
Final draft prepared & cover letter to city manager drafted.
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Overarching Themes

Government Transparency

Reporting of campaign contributions & expenses.
Ease of public access to contribution & expense records.
Disposition of remaining contributions.

Clear Guidelines for Candidates & City Staff

Added definitions of campaign activities.
Simplification of reporting requirements.
Easier record-keeping for City Clerk’s Office.
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Substantive Changes

Section 8-32: Formerly Sec. 8-31; Added key definitions of
terms and phrases to the ordinance.

Inclusion of municipal questions to campaign activities.

Section 8-33: New section on the purpose & intent of the new
code.

Section 8-34: New section on publishing campaign materials.

Requirement of publishing sponsor/officer on campaign
materials.

Section 8-35: Struck Sec. 8-61 & Sec. 8-62:

Outlines treasurer’s responsibilities.
Retention of financial records for 2 years.
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Substantive Changes, contd.

Section 8-36: Re-wrote Sec. 8-63; Outlines reporting
requirements:

Reporting of contributions/expenditures exceeding $25.
Requirement of reporting total expenditures exceeding $250.

Section 8-37: Formerly Sec. 8-64 & Sec. 8-65: Report Filing
Periods:

Includes 4 filing periods and dates for each filing period.
Disposition of remaining contributions.
Monetary changes to late filing penalties.

Section 8-38: Revised/simplified Sec. 8-67.
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