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Creating Active Communities

School districts and local governments can help prevent childhood obesity by increasing the opportunitics for physical activity
for children in their communitics. One way to increase physical activity opportunities is to open school buildings and facilities,
such as gymnasiums, playgrounds, fields, courts, and tracks, to public use after school hours. School officials are often
reluctant to open their facilitics because of their concerns about costs, vandalism, security, maintenance, and liability in the
event of injury. The good news is city, county, and town governments can partner with school districts by way of joint use
agreements to address these concerns.

What Is a Joint Use Agreement?

A joint use agreement (JUA) is a formal contractual agreement between two separate government entities (often a school and a
city or county) setting forth the terms and conditions for shared use of public property or facilities.

The agreements:

* Allow the school district to share with the local government the costs and responsibilities incurred by opening up their
facilities

* Can allocate some or all of the responsibility for the costs, security, supervision, maintenance, repairs, and potential liability
to the local government

With thoughtful planning, JUAs can be an effective way to increase

opportunities for physical activity.

JUAs can range in scope from simple to very complex. Consider the

following two examples:

San Francisco used a joint use agreement between the city and the
school district to open school playgrounds to the community on
weekends.

In Seattle, the city and school district adopted a joint use agreement to
centralize the scheduling of all school and city recreation facilitics to
maximize community use of all facilities.
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