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Council Action and Executive Summary

item# 8 Ordinance/Resolution# 12-042
For Meeting of For Meeting of September 6, 2011
(Ordinance First Reading Date) (Adoption Date)

TITLE: A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PAINTING OF A MURAL BY LOCAL ARTISTS
ON THE EXTERIOR WEST FACING WALL OF THE MEERSCHEIDT RECREATION
CENTER.

PURPOSE(S) OF ACTION:

To approve a mural to be painted on the exterior west facing wall of Meerscheidt Recreation
Center.

COUNCIL DISTRICT: All/
Drafter/Staff Qqntaat%/ Department/Section: | Phone:

Mark Johns;éW Facilities/Parks & 541-2550

Recreation A

City Manager Signiature: @\71\&

BACKGROUND / KEY ISSUES / CONTRIBUTING FACTORS:

Parks and Recreation staff in partnership with Keep Las Cruces Beautiful solicited the art
community for volunteers to design and paint a mural at the Meerscheidt Recreation Center, and
several local artists answered the call. Staff held a meeting on site with the group of artists and
discussed the concept, location and logistics. The artists took the idea and created a concept
that has southwest flavor with a whimsical approach. It is estimated that the project will take two
to three weeks to complete with a goal of completion in conjunction with start of The Whole
Enchilada Fiesta.

The cost of the project is estimated to be $2,500; funding is identified in the current FY 11/12
Athletic (Meerscheidt) operating budget.

SUPPORT INFORMATION:

1.  Resolution.

held July 21, 2011.
3. Attachment “B” Cost projections, artist biographies, and sketches of the mural concept.
4, Attachment “C” Sketch of mural concept.

(Continue on additional sheets as required)
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2. Exhibit “A”. Draft meeting minutes from the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board meeting |
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SOURCE OF FUNDING:

Is this action already budgeted?
Yes See fund summary below
No |[_]| If No, then check one below:
Budget 1| Expense reallocated from:
Adjustment
Atftached | [ ]| Proposed funding is from a new revenue
source (i.e. grant; see details below)
[ 1] Proposed funding is from fund balance in
the Fund.
Does this action create any
revenue? Yes |[ ]| Funds will be deposited into this fund:
. in the amount of $ for FY .
No | There is no new revenue generated by
this action.

BUDGET NARRATIVE
Funding for paint and supplies are identified in the Athletics (Meerscheidt) operating budget.

FUND EXPENDITURE SUMMARY:

Fund Name(s) Account Expenditure| Available | Remaining | Purpose for
Number(s) | Proposed | Budgeted | Funds Remaining Funds
Funds in
Current FY
Athletic Programs | 10123250 | $2,500 $15,500 $13,000 Supplies for
730110 programming
OPTIONS / ALTERNATIVES:
1. Vote “Yes”; this will approve painting the mural.
2. Vote “No”; this will not approve the mural.
3. Vote to “Amend”; and provide changes to the resolution.
4. Vote to “Table”; and provide staff with further direction.

REFERENCE INFORMATION:

N/A

{Continue on additional sheets as required)

Rev. 03/2011
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RESOLUTION NO. _12-042
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PAINTING OF A MURAL BY LOCAL ARTISTS
ON THE EXTERIOR WEST FACING WALL OF THE MEERSCHEIDT RECREATION
CENTER.
The City Council is informed that:

WHEREAS, Parks and Recreation staff in partnership with Keep Las Cruces
Beautiful solicited the local art community for volunteers to design and paint a mural at
the Meerscheidt Recreation Center; and

WHEREAS, several local artists answered the cali; and

WHEREAS, the artists created a concept that has southwest flavor with a
whimsical approach; and

WHEREAS, on July 21, 2011, at their regular meeting, the Parks and Recreation
Advisory Board sent forward a recommendation for Council action; and

WHEREAS, funding for the project is identified in the current FY11/12 budget.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the governing body of the City of
Las

Cruces:
M
THAT the City of Las Cruces approves the mural concept and location.
(1
THAT City staff is hereby authorized to do all deeds necessary in the

accomplishment of the herein above.

DONE AND APPROVED this— —dayof . 2011

APPROVED:

Mayor



ATTEST:

City Clerk

(SEAL)

Moved by:

Seconded by:

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

City Attorney
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VOTE:

Mayor Miyagishima:
Councillor Silva:
Councillor Connor:
Councillor Pedroza:
Councillor Small:
Councillor Sorg:
Councillor Thomas:
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EXHIBIT “A”
“DRAFT”

PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING
July 21, 2011

The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Meeting was held on July 21, 2011, at City
Hall, 700 Main Street, Las Cruces, New Mexico.

PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mr. Isaac Chavez, Board Chair, Mr. Ron Camunez Board
Vice-Chair, Mr. Mark O’Neill, Ms. Alice Ward, Mr. Wayne
Hancock.

ABSENT: Mr. Eli Guzman

OTHERS PRESENT: Mr. Mark Johnston, Parks and Recreation Administrator,
Ms. Carol Conners-Lyons, Executive Administrative
Assistant, Ms. Veronica Quezada, Parks and Recreation
Office Assistant and Advisory Board Back-Up Recording
Secretary, Mr. Jake Gutierrez, Recreation Programs
Manager, Ms. |zabelle Fernandez, Sumart Organization, Mr.
John Weich, Senior Olympics.

Meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m.

L. Introductions
Board Members introduced themselves and stated the district they represent.
Mr. Wayne Hancock introduced himself as the newest member of the Board and
explained his background and excitement for being on the Parks and Recreation
Advisory Board.

Il Conflict of Interest
None

1. Approval of Minutes
The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Meeting Notes from May 19, 2011 were
approved with no corrections, additions or deletions. Mr. Camunez made a motion to

approve, and Mr. O’Neill seconded the motion. Motion passed4-0.

Mr. Mark O’Neill voted YES Mr. Ron Camunez voted YES
Mr. Isaac Chavez voted YES

Iv. Public Comment
None

V. New Business
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A. Parks and Recreation Department Explanation — Introduction of Carol Conners-
Lyons.

Mr. Johnston stated that the reorganization is under way and the Parks and Recreation
Section will stand alone as its own Department. Carol Conners-Lyons will be the
Executive Administrative Assistant and will assist in Parks and Recreation. With the
reorganization, it has been mentioned that Senior Programming would merge with
Parks and Recreation for the Recreational services they provide as well as special
events. This will mean that Parks & Recreation represents a onetime stop for the
customer rather than having the process go to several departments. Farmers Market
may join with the special event planning which is still being discussed.

Mr. Camunez commended Mr. Johnston and publicly stated that he has done a great
job in getting to this point with the reorganization.

B. Mural Proposal Meerschiedt — Action

Mr. Johnston did some outreach with Mr. Craig Fenske with Keep Las Cruces Beautiful
and rounded up some young artists in the community to volunteer their services for a
mural at Meerschiedt Recreation Center. The mural will consist of a southwest theme
with hot air balloons. The mural will be located on the west side of the building that
faces Hermosa Street. Parks and Recreation has agreed to supply the paint and the
artists are willing to donate their time to complete the mural. This type of endeavor will
need Council approval and needs recommendation to go to Council. Mr. Johnston
stated cost would be close to $2,500.

Ms. Izsabelle Fernandez stated that she has worked with Rene Palomares who is an
art teacher from Albuquerque, and he has had experience with larger murals. He will
be assisting with this project. The paint needed for the project will be the type to
sustain harsh heat as well as using spray paint to make the paint last longer.

Mr. Johnston stated that he would like to wrap up this project closer to the start of the
Whole Enchilada Fiesta, once it has been approved by City Council.

Mr. Camunez said he suggests for one of the balloons that it should be part of the bi
centennial of the state, as part of the whole program which ties in to all the events from
City Council and to the states 100th anniversary.

Mr. Hancock asked how long it will take to complete a project of this size.

Ms. Fernandez stated that it should take about two weeks. They are planning to

produce a quality product in the mural rather than just rushing to put up something with
a deadline.

Mr. Hancock questioned if there will be security on site when the volunteers are there
as well as liability if anyone was injured.
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Mr. Johnston stated that a liability waiver would be signed before the project starts and
security will be on site.

Ms. Ward asked if any local artists would be included in this project.

Mr. Johnston stated that with a project of this size he wants to ensure quality, and there
may be some components that a local artist could participate in on the lower level of
the mural but wants to go with the professionals as to the higher parts of the project for
the overall quality.

Mr. Camunez moved to go forward with the project and give the department the
permission to go to City Council for approval. Ms. Ward seconded the motion. Motion
passed 5-0.

Mr. Mark O’Neill voted YES Ms. Isaac Chavez voted YES
Mr. Wayne Hancock voted YES Mr. Ron Camunez voted YES
Ms. Alice Ward voted YES

C. Remote Control Park Opportunity — Action

Mr. Johnston stated a few years ago a group of individuals who fly remote control type
flyers etc, approached him with a question as to where they could practice their sport.
Currently most of the area they are on is at the NMSU campus, where the terrain is
rough, and they often get chased off. With the new technology that comes with this
type of hobby, it is becoming an expensive sport. They have asked for a secure place
to fly these flyers that is safe for themselves and safe for public. The landfill off Lohman
Ave which is BLM property became an option and is close to 100 acres and is a great
opportunity to have this group here. With research conducted the landfill is capped with
2 feet of dirt and with NMED, through solid waste, advising yes the possibility of having
public out there and actually having a parking lot, with graded surfaces and room for a
runway is possible. Mr. Johnston then asked this group if they are willing to put forth
funds for a project like this, and they have answered yes to helping and providing funds
to promote this sport/hobby. If a quality airport is built, it could possibly bring in tourists
and benefit the City and Parks and Recreation.

Mr. Chavez asked if there is a preliminary amount to the cost of this project.
Mr. Johnston stated that depending on how involved the City becomes in this, possibly

a few thousand dollars for basic needs such as fencing and areas for spectators, etc.
The major cost would be the runway itself which the organization is willing to provide

__and help with.

Mr. Hancock asked if there would be a noise impact.
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Mr. Johnston stated there will be a noise impact; however, the way the property is
situated there are towers and ravines in the nearby area that will catch the noise and
not affect the residential areas, mostly BLM land.

Mr. Camunez moved to allow staff to continue their negotiations with this group and to
keep the Board updated on any changes as things progress further. Mr. Hancock
seconded the motion. Motion passed 5-0.

Mr. Mark O’Neill voted YES Ms. Isaac Chavez voted YES
Mr. Wayne Hancock voted YES Mr. Ron Camunez voted YES
Ms. Alice Ward voted YES

D. Initial findings Parks and Recreation Master Plan — Informational

Mr. Johnston stated that the City of Las Cruces Parks and Recreation Department
conducted a Community Interest and Opinion Survey during May and June of 2011.
The purpose of the survey was to gather input to help determine Parks and Recreation
priorities for the community. The survey was administered by a combination of mail and
phone to a random sample of 2,000 households in several geographical areas. Mr.
Johnston stated the findings overall is that there needs to be improvements with our
existing Parks and Recreation components and with the information and data collected
from the surveys they will work together with the consultant in bettering the services for
the community.

E. Senior Olympics — Informational

Mr. John Welch said he has come to the Board to give them information about the
Senior Olympics. The Dona Ana County Senior Olympics completed the most
successful year in its 33 year history. They have had 341 participants, age 50 and
above, in 25 sports and over 1,200 events with no injuries. Senior Olympics expresses
appreciation and gratitude to Las Cruces Park and Recreation Department for its
invaluable support in holding these events. Mesilla Park Recreation Center is one of
their greatest assets. Currently the Dona Ana County Senior Olympics annual budget
is approximately $16,000, and the funds are obtained from their primary sources,
including: athlete entry fees; Bulletin ad sales and donations from organizations and
friends. Senior Olympics is administered by a fifteen (15) member governing Board.

F. Ban from Facilities — Informational

Mr. Johnston stated that from time to time there are participants that are involved in our
programs that break the rules and by policy we are allowed to ban these individuals
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from facilities for up to 60 days. For more than a suspension of sixty (60) days, we
need an action from the Board.

Mr. Jake Gutierrez advised that there have been three (3) individuals who are involved
in the adult league who have been suspended by the policy that exists now. Of these
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three (3) individuals it has either been their first second or third offense. They have
been banned from the league and the facility, and now, the situation has come to the
Board for the next direction for Parks and Recreation to take. These individuais were
sent certified letters, inviting them to attend this meeting to appeal and present their
point of view.

Mr. Johnston stated that the Board can either uphold the suspension or the Board can
rule in favor of an Appeal to hear their story. Since no one has shown up to appeal
their point, it is the Board’s decision as to keep the suspension at sixty (60) days or
extend the suspension to a longer period of time.

Mr. Camunez stated if on top of the suspension if there could be a fine issued as well,
to the team or the individual that is involved in the infraction, and would like to
recommend that this penalty be added to the current policy.

Mr. Johnston stated that there is no fine allowance in the current policy; however, if
this is something the Board is requesting us to pursue, we can definitely look into
putting something like this in the policy and researching the language other cities use
and adopting that for the policy for future cases.

Mr. Chavez said that in the future the Board needs to be fore warned regarding a
situation like this and the background of what the infraction was about on the incidents
that occurred so they know what their dealing with when they come to appeal there
point and hear both sides of the story.

Mr. Johnston apologized and said that since this does not happen often, the next
occurrence, they will have something more presentable to the Board when it comes
down to suspensions and infractions with the information of the specific incidents that
occurred and what was done. With the decision for today the Board did not have to
motion on anything for these individuals and the current suspension remains as what
the policy states.

The Board determined to uphold the (60) day suspension which would take the
offenders through the season for next year. However in the event the same offenders
receive the same suspension they will have the right to appeal to the Parks and
Recreation Advisory Board.

VI. Member Comments

Ms. Ward said she has encountered the Dog Park Coalition and wanted to mention
how they are raising their own monies for the Dog Park and wanted to have this stateq ‘

that they have bake sales and events to raise funds.

Mr. Camunez said he wants to thank staff with the reports that were given in today’s
meeting and stated lots of improvements are happening, and he is eager to see the
future comings of the progress.
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Mr. Johnston wanted the North Las Cruces Park mentioned, that it is in the
construction process and it should be completed soon with a life size scorpion for the
children to play on and adobe areas for play that they can hide and have fun. As it
comes to completion the Board will be advised.

ADJOURNMENT

With no further business meeting was adjourned at 7:52 p.m.

Veronica Quezada, Recording Secretary Isaac Chavez, Chair P&R Board
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Meerschidt center mural

Artists

Chris Bardey
Rene Palomares
Izabelle Fernandez
Saba
Jesse Reinhart

James Gamble

Paint descriptions & Websites

Nova Color / Acrylic paint- nova paints range depending on color and are the best quality as far as
lifetime and unique colors offered. Nova color is also commonly known for murals because of its
resilience against the elements. novacolorpaint.com

Montana Hardcore/ Spray-paint- is one of the most commonly know spray paints used today by
modern graffiti artists such as Shepard Ferry. This paint will also wit hold against outdoor elements.
www.mtncolors.com

Glo Nation/ glow paint- Glow in the dark paint what is normally used for for murals and will aiso give
the mural a spark at night. www.glonation.com

Costs

Nova color Costs: $250 to $400 Per 5 gallon bucket and $80 to$ 150 per 1 gallon bucket $1500
Montana hard Costs: $6 per can several colors needed estimating in $300 to $400
Glo Nation: sampler pack at $44.95 with 12 containers at 1 % ounces $200-$300 several colors

Estimated Total Costs: $2500

___ _TimeDuration

We will be starting on the mural at the beginning of September an.d estimate it will 2-3 weeks
leading to a kick off with the enchilada fiesta.
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‘ renepalomares@gmail.com
(575) 652-7086

Rene J. Palomares 11

Art Form—Received a BFA in drawing and painting from New Mexico State University.
Knowledgeable in sculpture, printmaking, and screen-printing as well as community/street
art (wheat pasting, murals, etc.).

Biography—Growing up in Southern New Mexico, my interest began to grow in art in the
desert. Along with my uncle, we would wonder finding bones and skulls in which he would
later paint with a Southwestern theme. I began to grow curious of other art: cartoon, comics,
and pop culture began to influence me. I continued to draw at massive rates in elementary
school. T would consistently win the Boone’s Transportation art contest and other awards in
the Gadsden Independent School District. Throughout middle and high school I remained
steady in my drawing. After high school I attended NMSU receive my BFA in Drawing and
Painting. I continue to use my art as a voice to relay ideas and emotions in my community
and with individuals.

Artist Statement—My mother once said “through love all is possible.” I have tried to carry
that especially in my art. Love shares, is free, and is limitless. From drawings to paintings to
digital work, my intentions are to share or communicate an emotion to viewers that hopefully
creates a smile or reflection that will eventually lead them to happiness. My work reflects
issues I deal with and have dealt with and commenting on current social issues. Overall my
work is meant to be vivid, upbeat, and thoughtful.

Examples of Work:
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Mural at Body shop Nutrition

Approximately 12’ x 25

Page 2
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Page 6
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Cesar Chavez Panels for Earth Day event at Youngs Park 2011

10’ x 10’

Page 4
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Skyscape (detail)
48" x 607

Oil, aerosol, and acrylic paints

Page 5
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Page 3
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James C Gamble

My work explores working with narratives around objects and is a social satire of politics and consumer society. The objects
are the subject of the narrative as well as the medium in which it is told. By engaging in a symbolic dialogue between “bomb”
and “tcapot,” I have created a beautiful but ethically vague consumer product that references gift shop style ceramic tchotchke.
Though mass produced using industrial methods such as slip-casting, the bomb teapots have been individualized to
incorporate an autobiographical layer, and 1 place myself into the narrative as it’s main subject. This work becomes
multilayered, referencing concepts of mass production, consumption, empire, colonization, mortality, and individuality.
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g names is Izabelle Fernandez, | am a Graphic Arkist/Photegrapher.
ml was horn in Houston Texas and grew up in Las Eruces. | sbarked Lo
gain an interest in photography In high schesl, | skarked taking pictures
aF my sister and her Friends. | knew early on that phobography was deki-
¥ nitely my way of Free expression. Hihen Finishing high scheal | starked
Fthe creative media program with Bor Bnna Branch, | loved all the pre-

' grams that | was working wikth but Felt | needed to explore and Find my
pasition in photography. Beceming a phobejournalism studenkt deFinitely
k. helped me to discover where | helonged as a phetagrapher. @verafl | lave
o creake and am Freely creakive in phobography.

hotography

| started taking photes when | was Four-
era was Minelka Film camera and my suhjeck
| choose people to communicate hetker
pesple the most inkeresting subjects and
isk. I also take photos with themes and a

Eeen, my First cam~
matter has always heen peaple.
wikh others. | ahselubely Find
do consider myself a parkraik~
message, the phote shomn here is an example of some of my First pheto~
graphs. | Eook this photo with a Film camera and its specialty was to do
double exposures. | had always he Faseinakted with double expasure sao | buok
many photos with it. Phetogra- pher Man Ray has deFinikely been an inspi~-

ration For me aleng with portraikist Anne Lehowitz.

n' raphic Ilrl:slH rt

1 started Graphics in 200R2; Gorral draw was the Pirst program | worked with, beFore | started learning the
Adohe programs. Learning the Rdobe programs and working in them have Fun and have always Ehrown me a
challenge. I"ve always Felt the Adohe Suite was limited only by the artist and their level oF creativikty. | enjoy
Painking and | keep my ark limited to two different art sbyles. Day oF the dead magazine art and an art style
called cognizant art which is an experimenkal art Focusing primarily on art therapy. Below are some examples
of my Rdehe work and alss personal art pieces From Ehe and Day ofF the dead/magazine art.

" ‘Book EBver

Day of the dead- PRIATING

\
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Christopher Bardey 1750 Hamiel Drive / Las Cruces, New Mexico / 88001
¢:575.312.98928/ chris@sumartfest.org

Personal Website: www.myartspace.com/csbardey

Organization Website: www.sumartfest.org

An artist and teacher for fifteen years, Chris Bardey relocated to Las Cruces from Chicago in
2007 to begin the Master's program in studio art at NMSU. His coursework began with an emphasis in
drawing and printmaking, but his thesis evolved into community development through the arts. Courses
emphasizing collaboration - book arts and documentary film-making - and curatorial and organizing
opportunities outside the university community resulted in highly successful projects that were tributes to
the power of working in concert with other dedicated and creative people within the Las Cruces / Dofia
Ana County community.

Chris undertook, outside of his coursework and with the help of an adjunct instructor in printmaking, the
organizing and curating of an arm of a national political poster campaign called Art of Democracy in
2008. This collaboration brought the work of dozens of artists from across the country to Las Cruces, and
sent the work of fifteen NMSU students and instructors out to several venues around the country. Two
local exhibitions of the works were held that year, and a selection from Las Cruces was included in a
submission of works to the Library of Congress by Art of Democracy national co-organizer, Stephen
Fredericks, in 2009.

In the summer of 2009, also outside his coursework and working with history major Daniel Aguilera,
Chris co-founded SumArt, Southern New Mexico's alternative arts organization. The initial SumAurt Fest,
held at Mikey's Place Workshop for the Arts in Mesilla Park, was a three-day festival involving more than
fifty artists in music, dance, spoken word and visual arts, as well as demonstrations, workshops, and other
audience-participation events. Chris and other NMSU students and community members staged two more
arts festivals that school year. Since graduation, Chris and SumArt volunteers staged another three-day
arts festival in September 2010, in addition to presenting a free music and arts showcase called "Co-op
Rocks!" in collaboration with Mountain View Market Food Co-op, every month since July 2010.

Another branch of SumArt is the weekly radio show on KRUX 91.5 FM, "SumArt Radio, the Peoples
Hour," in its fourth semester of operation, which has presented over a dozen guest interviews with: artists
of national and international stature; a mobile printmaking team; an environmental historian; a teacher
and education activist; and musicians from all over the Southwest. SumArt has also participated in several
conferences and community arts showcases, for example, working with groups combating climate change
in the 350.org Global Work Party on 10/10/2010. Each SumAurt event, and every "Co-op Rocks!" since
September 2010, has also involved dozens of high school students, primarily from Ofiate, Las Cruces, and
Alma d' Arte Charter High Schools. NMSU students are integral to the planning and staging of all
branches of SumArt activity, as well as major constituents of the events at Mikey's Place.

Chris married his beautifully cool wife Tray in 2009, and they are new homeowners in Las Cruces, with
Egon the bouncy German Shepherd and Chiva the curmudgeonly cat rounding out the family. Chris
currently teaches art at La Academia Dolores Huerta Charter Middle School. He hopes that as his students
_ transition to high school and then adulthood, they will catch on that SumArt events, and the arts in

" general in their hometown, are worth their time - energetic, participatory, sometimes familiar and

sometimes quite challenging, and essential to the life of a vibrant community.






