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SUBJECT: Status update on Wind Erosion Control efforts

DATE: September 23, 2010 M-10-238

This memo is intended to provide the City Council with a status update on the City's
continued efforts related to wind erosion (dust) control.

Revised Erosion Control Ordinance

Staff is nearly complete with a revised ordinance draft. Unpaved roads and parking lots
are two issues wherein staff is still debating how to address in an appropriate manner.
The interrelation and duties of the affected city departments in the administration of the
ordinance is also being analyzed.

The draft ordinance takes into account comments received during the July 19, 2010 City
Council meeting as well as a July 9 stakeholder meeting. In general, the intent of the
revision is to offer more clarity in regards to what constitutes a violation of the ordinance
and what mitigation steps need to be taken in order to provide Codes Enforcement with
more authority to exercise their duties. In addition, the scope of the ordinance has been
expanded beyond just trying to limit fugitive dust to also address the issue of blowing dirt
and sand which has damaged residents’ landscaping and property and has resulted in the
highest number of complaints in the past.

Staff would like to seek permission from the City Council to proceed to public review and
input following completion of the draft.

Dust Control Demonstration Project
At the request of Councilor Sorg and direction of the City Manager, staff was asked to put

together a demonstration project outfining the use of several fugitive dust mitigation
techniques (fencing, palliatives, water, mulches, etc) and try to implement the



demonstration project within Council Districts 5 and 6 where the majority of dust
complaints originate.

It was also suggested that NMSU be contacted to ascertain if any resources could be
utilized from the university to help with monitoring and gathering findings related to the use
of the various techniques. Staff has been in contact with NMSU and the university is very
interested in a potential partnership with the city regarding the idea of the demonstration
project. A preliminary meeting with city and university staff has resulted in the scope of the
original idea becoming more of a scientific study than just a simple demonstration project.

As such, city and university staff are currently working together to define the scope of the
study, identify potential locations that are large enough to allow for control measures to be
implemented but also provide undisturbed area to be used for “control” sites. Other
considerations to be undertaken include staffing availability and necessary agreements
between all affected parties to initiate the study. Our hopes are to have at least one, if not
two, sites up in time for the spring 2011 windy season. Staff will provide additional
updates as applicable.





